A sterner war, march 30, 1940
had foundered. But as I looked around upon all the great ships
of war which lay at their anchors, and at all the preparations
which were being made on every side to carry this war forward
at all costs as long as may be necessary, I comforted myself with
the thought that when these Polish sailors have finished their
work with the British Navy, we will take particular care that they
once more have a home to go to. Although the fate of Poland
stares them in the face, there are thoughtless dilettanti or purblind
worldlings who sometimes ask us : " What is it that Britain and
France are fighting for ? " To this I answer : " If we left off
fighting you would soon find out."
We shall follow this war wherever it leads us ; but we have
no wish to broaden the area of conflict. At the outbreak, seven
months ago, we did not know that Italy would not be our enemy.
We were not sure that Japan would not be our enemy. Many
people, on the other hand, had hoped that Russia would re-enter
the comity of nations and help to shield working folk all over the
world from Nazi aggression. But none of these thing$5 bad or good,
has happened. We have no quarrel with the Italian or Japanese
peoples. We have tried, and we shall try, our best to live on good
terms with them.
All's quiet upon the Western Front; and to-day, this Saturday,
so far, nothing has happened on the sea or in the air. But more
than a million German soldiers, including all their active divisions
and armoured divisions, are drawn up ready to attack, at a few
hours' notice, all along the frontiers of Luxembourg, of Belgium
and of Holland. At any moment these neutral countries may be
subjected to an avalanche of steel and fire ; and the decision rests
in the hands of a haunted, morbid being, who, to their eternal
shame, the Getman peoples in their bewilderment have worshipped
as a god. That is the situation of Europe to-night. And can
anyone wonder that we are determined to bring such a hideous
state of alarm and menace to an end, and to bring it to" an end as
soon as may be, and to bring it to an. end once and for all ? Few
there are to-night who, looking back on these last seven months,
would doubt that the British and French peoples were right to
draw the sword of justice and of retribution. Fewer still there are
who would wish to sheathe it till its sombre, righteous work is done.
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